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John Wayne on the set of The Sands of Iwo Jima in 1949.

Please turn to page 26 to read Dan Gagliasso’s article, “John Wayne and the OSS.”
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Cover: This is the official USSOCOM Portrait of Adm. Eric T. Olson, USN (Ret.), which was unveiled 
on August 8, 2011, at USSOCOM Headquaters at MacDill AFB, FL.

This portrait of Admiral Olson incorporates several symbolic details that represent elements of his life 
and career. The pose is his natural stance, evident as such in many photos taken during his time in com-
mand of United States Special Operations Command. The uniform he selected is the one that he wore 
most often—and one that was being replaced by a digital camouflage pattern as he closed out his time in 
service. The watch is a Rolex that was often associated with Navy SEALs in the 1970s, when he obtained 
his. The time on the watch is 0846 (8:46 am), the exact time on September 11th, 2001, when the first 
tower of the World Trade Center was struck. He wanted his wedding ring apparent, recognizing nearly 
30 years of marriage to Marilyn when he retired. The main background is “The World at Night,” a slide 
presentation used by Admiral Olson to explain shifting strategic importance post-9/11. A few cities are 
slightly brighter than the others: Tacoma and New York, where Admiral and Mrs. Olson, respectively, 
were born; Jerusalem, where they met while serving separately on United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sions; Tunis and Cairo, where they served together; and Tampa, the home of USSOCOM. Darker than 
the unlit planet is Abbotabad, where Usama bin Laden hid for several years until he was killed by special 
operations forces near the end of Admiral Olson’s career. The flag on the left is that of United States 
Special Operations Command. The trophy on the right is the “Bull Frog,” an honorarium afforded the 
longest continuously serving SEAL. Admiral Olson held this title for his last two years of service.

Courtesy of Emerson Robbins Portrait Consultants and Jon K. Houghton
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