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Beyond the Veil
By Dan Pinck
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7. power élite in Washington has
g limited ‘vocat ary - consist-
"o . .o ing largely of obscenities—or
perhaps Woodward hears ur-letter words more often than
he hears others. There is a veil over his latest book, Veil: The
Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1987.} Indeed, his reporting
téchnique suggests that he wasn’t present when the conversa-
tions he records took place and that his version of them relies
heavily on his own limited vocabulary. Woodward reports
episodes at which he couldn’t possibly have been present. He
notes at the beginning that he gained his knowledge from
more than 250 undisclosed sources, most of whom express
their most serious thoughts in atrocious obscenities. His lan-
guage, and that of others, is so bad and so repetitive that one
wonders how he knows what he claims to know.

“The book follows, chronologically from beginning to end,
the late William J. Casey'’s history and involvement with the
Central Intelligence Agency and the Iran-Contra activities.
The CIA is the United States’s best-known and most-exposed
intelligence agency. Casey was the Director of Ceatral Intelli-
gence from 1981 to 1987; he was, we may be certain, the con-
trol of the uncontrollable Lt. Col. Oliver North, who' admits
to deceiving the US Congress and many representatives of
high government agencies. Anyone who displayed his flair for
incompetence as an international trader would have been
summarily fired before he became a national, off-the-shelf
phenomenon.

CCORDING ~ to  Bob
Woodward, the assi-
stant managing editor

for the investigative staff of

power élite:

“Senator William Cohen: ‘Barry, what the fuck is this?’
Senator Barry Goldwater- ‘. . . find out what the fuck’s

going on. . . . I've pulled his nuts out of the fire often
enough.’

! Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1987. By BoB WooDwaRD.
Simon & Schuster, $21.95, £14.95.
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William J. Casey: ‘He’s the last fucker that will get that
job.’ s

Pn'lllce Bandar (Saudi Ambassador): “Tell him to go fuck
himself.’ ,

Secretary of State George Shultz: ‘Why don’t we give him

?’

Clglgfsﬁcial Clair George: ‘I don’t know what the fuck to
do. . . . This is so fucking demoralizing! When Gold-
water said he was pissed off, he carried the whole
Senate.’

L. Anthony Motley (US Ambassador): ‘McMahon had
somehow caught Casey sucking cock!” . . .»

And so on.

After separate piles of f-words, a-words, m-words, c-words,
and s-words have been placed in critical frames of reference,
i's worth a turn to learn how Woodward further uses
anonymous reporting from undisclosed sources. His verisimi-
lar reporting suggests an intimacy on his part that demands
verification. “The flames were flickering in the Oval Office
fireplace. . . .” Itis a homey description; but how does Wood-
ward know this if he wasn’t in the President’s office? Did he’
have a mole inside the White House reporting on the state of
the fireplace that day? Who knows? For an answer, we must
depend on one of the 250 undisclosed sources. Did President
Reagan report this to Woodward? I doubt it; even Reagan’s
literary taste is higher than this epiphany- of Woodward’s:
“The President’s eyes flashed and his jaw set.” Ouch.
can renounce our critical faculties, we might believe that we
witnessing the jaw setting. .

Woodwardsleuﬂw(hem the noun source as averb, soI’'ll

“The alarm woke the Director of Central Intelligence
Stansfield Turner. He hated getting up in the morning, and
he had set the alarm for the last possible minute—7 a.m_—
this Thursday, November 20, 1980. . . . After a shower,
Turner dressed and sat down to read for a few minutes. He
picked up the weekly Christian Science lesson. If he didn’t
. pause now, there would be no other opportunity during the
~ day. He liked to think that his was the intellectual branch
. of Christianity—the mind and the spirit over all else. . . .
At the breakfast table, he drank juice and hot water with
lemon. Christian Science meant no stimulants, no coffee.
Turner didn’t even like the taste of coffee jce cream.”

Woodward hiding in Turner’s bedroom that particular m’om-
ing? Was Turner another mole of Woodward’s, Spying on
himself? Who knows?

: President George Bush,
Who was the Director of the CIA from 1976 to carly 1977, has
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minglings of fiction and fact have
ing contemporary history. Accuracy js irrelevant, Woodward
alot Jess,

has produced 2 cartoon slice of history, no mor,
and he demonstrates this art form i pristine purity,

Ifthe Uys Government haq an Official Secrers Act, it would
be in hot pursuit of Bop Woodward and his
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binant
€ a new form of writ-

the writing is so abominable: readers in other nations wij]
believe that Americans can neither read with critical intefj;-
gence (it has beep a bestseller in the United States) nor write

same applies to Spycatcher.

5 ect ) s »
EM-D, ACAS, PRO, JIC, SGM; K= RSS, ARCOS, Sec-
tion IX, “Quex”, DO, INR,:NSDD, SC1, SIGINT, GCHQ,
14K Triad, Cso, SCF, FCo, DPP, SD, F Section, Dis,
Mossad, RS, and a thousand more of the alphabets of alleged

‘into the mindjess literature of SPying. The subject of truth is

ﬁrelfevant; entertainmen; jg the key to the Cryptography of our

cated Supporting the Argentine Govemment and not Britain
uring the Falklands War), the major players int Iran-Contra

* Peter Wrighy, Spycatcher (Heinemann, Australia, 1987}



balderdash, it easily follows that President Reagan and hjs . and each is uncovered (or covered) in his roje.

retinu€é may have tried to plot the overthrow of the . Who does know? Woodward knows: he Jets the tape runm,

Sandinistas. providing us with reels of unconfirmed data which we are
As in a Jacobean Pageant, the characters Pass in review Supposed to believe, We believe at our peril. It will take Years

during Iran-Contra. Beginning with Ronald Reagan, they of undercover work by i to discover the

read like characters i i th -Contra. Maybe the

to B
MI5 and M6,

who worked for
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excuses for the amateurishness of the operation can be
delineated only in four-letter words. -
The British Government would impound the book and the

conversation lulled, [ said, “Woodward, what are you doing
here?” He said, without looking directly at me, “I'm Writing a
biography of Bill Casey”, -

It was odd that Casey allowed Woodward to write about
him. I couldn’t fathom Casey’s reasoning and I didn’t try. It
Was mysterious;but then many things the CIA do are mysteri-
Ous. After the publication of Veil, I surmised that Casey had

Burke’s Irelaxid

By Max Beloff

read Edmund Burke. In

range of sympathies and
in the capacity to place politi-
cal questions of the moment
within the perspective of cen-
turies and of continents, he
remains the master. Ang in an
age when political debate has
cheapened into the patter of
the admen, it is good to be

I T CAN NEVER be useless to

reminded of the sonorities of which the English language was
capable a mere 200 years ago. Ireland’s problems are, alas,
always with us. Yet | am a little puzzled by the present repub-
lication of Burke’s comments upon them_ !




